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1. Introduction
AECOM has been commissioned by The University of Cambridge (“the Applicant”) to prepare a

strategic utility report to support the Outline Planning Application (OPA) for the North West Cambridge

Masterplan (NWCM) for a phased mixed-use development, including demolition of existing buildings

and structures. Outline Planning Permission for Eddington was originally granted (application

references 11/1114/OUT and S/1886/11) in February 2013 for a residential led mixed-use

development, and approximately 1848 residential units (key workers and market homes) and 325

student accommodation units have been approved/delivered as part of the Phase 1 development

under the original consented scheme.  The new OPA will enable delivery of additional residential uses,

including up to 3,800 dwellings, student, co-living and senior living accommodation, flexible

employment and academic space, retail and community related facilities, and associated infrastructure

and landscaping.

Given the high level nature of the information provided it is not possible at this time to provide detailed

engineering design information, thus the information contained within this report should be taken as

concept level. As Reserved Matters Applications come forward, the level of engineering detail and

input will be developed.

This report focusses on high and low voltage electricity, potable water and telecoms.

Please note that the plans in this report are based on the illustrative masterplan supporting the outline

planning application. Final details will be determined at Reserved Matters Stage.
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2. Strategic Utility Networks
The information in this section should be taken as proof of concept at a strategic level as it is not a

coordinated engineering detailed design.

Electricity
Drawings showing the strategic high and low voltage electrical grids are contained in Appendix A.

It should be noted that AECOM has had no contact with UKPN during this commission as that liaison

is being undertaken directly by the University.

The networks have been developed on the premise that the future development areas shall be linked

to the as-installed networks from Phase 1. The high voltage routeing takes the form of four 150mm

diameter ducts arranged in a two-by-two formation bank with the low voltage distribution taking the

same arrangement.

This network assumed that there is sufficient electricity in the local grid for the development build out,

therefore no allowance has been made for a new primary electrical substation. Should this be required,

an area at the northern end of the site has been safeguarded for its location.

The locations of secondary electrical substations have been distributed across the site in accordance

with the likely power requirements determined as part of the electrical loading study, and at this

moment in time the number and location of should be taken as indicative. The number, location and

capacities of the secondary substations will need to be determined in future once the development

phasing, block by block detailed accommodation schedule and delivery strategy have been determined

at Reserved Matters Application stage. As a parameter, secondary substations should be located no

further than 300m apart to avoid excessive voltage drops across the network.

It has been assumed that secondary substations will be located within buildings rather than in the

public realm. From previous experience with UKPN it is likely that any development block with a power

draw exceeding 250kVA will require its own substation.

Based on the Illustrative Masterplan accommodation schedule, AECOM determined that the likely

total peak power draw for the remainder of the development is 22.5MVA. This was based on the

following high level assumptions:

- All market units have one parking space, no key worker units have a parking space

- One EV charging station per parking space
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- The diversity factor applied to the EV consumption rates assumes a load control system is in

place to limit electrical draw during peak periods

- EV charging draws based on UKPN document EDS08-5050 Electric Vehicle Connections 2024

- All blocks are powered by on plot air source heat pumps rather than a centralised energy

centre. One air source heat pump per dwelling

- Residential diversity factors based on the findings of the UKPN Low Carbon London C1 Report

(London Smart Grid Electrical Trials)

- Retrofitting of phase 1 to ASHP from CHP is excluded

The number of secondary substations across the masterplan has been rationalised to 28. The locations

of the substations and the network distribution infrastructure has been revised to reflect the

illustrative masterplan, with revised drawings contained in Appendix A.

As part of the Energy Statement workstream, AECOM has estimated the total sitewide annual electrical

consumption and the total annual PV generation, in Mega Watt-hours, based on the illustrative

masterplan. These are 36,285MWh and 3,020MWh respectively. These figures reflect the actual

energy consumed after considering efficiencies from ASHPs etc.

This is a different metric to the 22.5MVA which relates to the peak power draw of the development,

necessary for sizing a grid connection. The annual energy consumption (MWh figure) is the total

consumed energy of the development whereas the peak power draw (MVA figure) represents the

instantaneous electrical load required for sizing infrastructure. In short, they are different but

complementary metrics for determining power draw and energy consumption.

Potable Water
Drawings showing the strategic potable water network are contained in Appendix B.

Again, the premise of the potable water network assumed onward connectivity from the infrastructure

installed in phase 1, including reliance on the trunk ring main to provide sufficient boosted water to

provide capacity for the remainder of the development.

The potable water would be distributed via a strategic main running the length of Cartwright Avenue,

likely taking the form of a combination of 180mm and 250mm diameter pipes. Plots would then be

fed from this main via either 180mm or 80mm diameter pipes depending on the number of units being

served.
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The development assumes a restriction on potable usage of 80l/pp/pd as per the extant planning

permission, with the remainder being served via water saving measures and the on-plot non-potable

water collection and distribution networks.

Discussions were held with Cambridge Water in November 2024 and February 2025 to determine the

availability of potable water in the local grid. Cambridge Water confirmed that there was sufficient

capacity in their networks to accommodate the number of dwellings (3,000) approved by the extant

planning permission.

With regard to the scheme proceeding above 3,000 units, Cambridge Water indicated there was likely

insufficient capacity to supply the additional proposed units without local network reinforcement.

Whilst it was stressed that the scope of any required reinforcement would be subject to detailed

design, analysis and demand modelling, it could be expected that it would take the form of:

- Upgrades to the potable water booster station constructed in Phase 1 at the northern end of

Eddington Avenue near the junction with Huntingdon Road.

- Reinforcement of the potable water main installed in Eddington Avenue and Turing Way,

running from the booster station to the proposed junction with Cartwright Avenue. This would

likely be a 315mm diameter main.

- Potential reinforcement of the potable water main installed in Five Acres, depending on unit

number increases in the eastern Building Development Zones.

This reinforcement assumes there are no abnormally heavy water users proposed in the non-

residential zones, and that the non-potable treatment works will not be connected to any of the

additional development.

Local network reinforcement to provide additional capacity to accommodate an uplift in unit numbers

is not an unusual measure and the alterations suggested by Cambridge Water as part of the initial

consultation are not significant in nature, and are reserved to infrastructure within the current

Eddington development. Ongoing liaison with Cambridge Water will be required following the

determination of the outline planning application, however this is standard practice for developments

of this nature.

The network distribution infrastructure drawings, reflecting the illustrative masterplan, are contained

in Appendix B.

Telecoms
Drawings showing the strategic communications networks are contained in Appendix C.
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Again, it has been assumed that the proposals for the telecoms networks throughout the remainder

of the masterplan will follow the rationale of phase 1. This involved the installation of three separate

communications networks, each of them containing four ducts arranged in a two-by-two formation.

Telecoms providers Openreach and Virgin Media would each operate their own dedicated duct bank,

with the third duct bank being retained by the University for the Granta fibre network, estate

management functions and other private wire installations.

Plots would then be fed from the strategic networks by a combination of ducts depending on the unit

types – for example it is assumed that Granta would not be fed to private dwellings, and that

apartment blocks would require connectivity for CCTV, building management systems and life and fire

safety systems, depending on the ultimate owner. Commercial and research facilities are likely to have

more significant requirements depending on the form they take and as to whether certain

certifications are required, such as WiredScore Platinum.

The network distribution infrastructure, based on the illustrative masterplan, are contained in

Appendix C.

Utility Corridors
It has been assumed that the primary utility corridors contained within primary streets will take the

form of a standard 3m corridor, with installation depths and separations in accordance with the

National Joint Utility Group (NJUG) recommendations. Figure 1 shows a typical corridor arrangement.

Figure 1 – Typical Utility Corridor

The corridor assumes that there will be no centralised non-potable or district heating networks.
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3. Conclusion
As part of the ongoing work to support the new North West Cambridge Masterplan Outline Planning

Application, AECOM has undertaken to produce a series of strategic utility network plans in order to

assist with the spatial planning of the development+.

Given the nature of the information provided to inform and outline planning application it is not

possible at this time to provide detailed engineering design information, thus the information

contained within this report should be taken as concept level. As Reserved Matters Applications come

forward , the level of engineering detail and input will be developed.

The general conclusion is that it has been assumed the rationale behind all strategic utility networks

going forward will function as extensions to the various grids installed in phase 1. Further discussions

will need to be held with UKPN to determine whether there is suitable capacity in the local electrical

and water networks to serve the development without the need for offsite reinforcement. With

respect to Cambridge Water it has been confirmed that there will need to be limited network

reinforcement to the local water network to serve the proposed increase in units. It is likely therefore

that any reinforcement would be limited to the on-site local grid and would not be of a strategic nature.
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Appendix A – Electrical Plans
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Appendix B - Potable Water Plans














































