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2J O  C O W E N  A R C H I T E C T S

1.1 OQDRDMS L@CD

OUR APPROACH

Our approach is a relationship business not property business. We ask 

the question: can we create the homes and communities people want 

to live in by focusing not on bricks, mortar and plot sizes, but on the 

relevance and relationship with place. It is about acknowledging that 

the best places ñ the ones that we, as human beings, are most drawn to 

ñ are those with a unique tale to tell.

OUR VALUES

Present Made proposes a shift in culture, from one that places greatest 
value on property ownership, to one that treasures the things people 

hold dearest: experiences, memories, and relationships with places 

and personal landmarks. Curiosity, openness, courage, inspiration, 

compassion and creativity are all vital to our approach. These are the 

starting points for Present Made. Present Made of Eddington is a gift 
of the future, inspired by the past, intended to build on whatís already 

been achieved in this part of north-west Cambridge. 

OUR INSPIRATION

Our inspiration is taken from the man whose name has been given to 

the North West Cambridge Development, Sir Arthur Eddington: the 

pioneering British astrophysicist and scientiǑc philosopher. We ask 
ourselves: what kind of place would Sir Arthur, a man of exceptional 

intelligence, humanity, curiosity, and imagination, a student and 

professor of Cambridge University, have wanted to give his name to? 

ìWe used to think that if we knew one, we knew two, because 

one and one are two. We are Ǒnding that we must learn a great 
deal more about ƊandƋƎ 

Sir Arthur Eddington

OUR VISION

We can picture a place that allows people to connect with natural 

systems: to become active witnesses of the effects of the passing of 

time and the changing seasons.

We can start to imagine somewhere that solves elegantly and 

efǑciently the challenges of building homes and communities that 
can undermine the quality of life. We can imagine a place that 

communicates effortlessly with the people living there, directing them 

gently when they need to be directed, entertaining or enlightening 

them when they have the time. 

We imagine a place that is open, welcoming, easy to navigate, 

accessible for pedestrians and cyclists, primarily. A place that engages 

people on many levels, encouraging their curiosity and joy in life. 

A place where technology is employed to lighten the load on the 

environment, and the presence and beauty of the natural world can be 

felt everywhere.
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3J O  C O W E N  A R C H I T E C T S

ACTIVATED PUBLIC REALM

One of the foundations for a successful build-to rent scheme is the activation of 

public realm. Attractive, vibrant and well used spaces promoting the associated 

homes as a place people want to live. Landscaped public realm is at the heart of 

the Present Made of Eddington proposal, from the Liveable Streets to the Raised 
Garden Court, residents are provided with an abundance of space to enjoy across 

the site.

COMMUNITY CREATION

Present Made of Eddington seeks to create a community of homes for residents 
through the provision of internal and external private amenity space within 

the building. At the heart of the scheme, the pavilion provides a focal point for 

residents to connect, with high levels of service, residential lounges, gyms, and 

landscaping amenity furthering the offering. The scheme aims to generate a social 

culture in and around the living environment. Long-term tenancy agreements 

are preferable: Present Made seek to provide a permanence for residents who 
then become connected and invested in their community and Eddington. This 

maintains high occupancy levels, providing homes for the long term.

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED AND ROBUST

Professional management is fundamental to the success of Present Made 
of Eddington and BTR, ensuring homes, amenity and public realm are well 

maintained, ultimately extending the life cycle of the building. On-site 

management teams will be available to residents, all within a single operator 

scope. The consultant team have been tasked with creating robust buildings that 

continue to perform throughout their life cycle, aligned with the high-standards 

already established in the Eddington vernacular. 

RETAINING TALENT

Barriers to entry onto the property ladder are high in Cambridge with average 

property prices at nearly 17 x annual average salaries. BTR offers students, 

graduates, and local people an opportunity to live in a high-quality professionally 

managed new build home at a more affordable level. Present Made offer 
Ʋexible rental terms, no deposit, and no fees to offer a wide range of people the 
opportunity to live in the home and location they desire.

1.2 ATHKC,SN,QDMS ADMDEHSR
OVERVIEW
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PART OF EDDINGTON

Lots S1 and S2 are located on the periphery of Phase 1 of the North West 

Cambridge development, Eddington. Both Lots have frontages onto the Ridgeway 

and Milne Avenue, with Lot S1 sharing an additional boundary with residential 
units along Huntingdon Road, and Lot S2 additional boundaries with Dobb 

Terrace and Milne Gardens.

MAP OF EDDINGTON LOCATING LOTS S1 AND S2
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2 MASTERPLAN DEVELOPMENT
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9J O  C O W E N  A R C H I T E C T S

DEVELOPED SCHEME - TO SUBMIT FOR PLANNING

1-2 L@RSDQOK@M
N

DOBB TERRACE

LOT M1

THE RIDGEWAY

MILNE AVENUE
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ILN
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PARK
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ID

GEW
AY

MILNE GARDENS

MIX

112  HOUSES  ( NO CHANGE)

261  APARTMENTS  ( + 6 UNITS)
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3 S1 DEVELOPMENT

D
R
A
F
T
  

fo
r 
C
o
n
su

lta
tio

n



11J O  C O W E N  A R C H I T E C T S

REORIENTED MASTERPLAN

Further testing and environmental analysis of the site 
highlighted the increased solar exposure generated by 

rotating units at the centre of the site. The use of blocks 

of back-to-back gardens has been used to reinforce the 

hierarchy of the Green Spine at the heart of the site. 

SOUTH - EAST FACADES

SUMMARY

2-0 CDRHFM CDUDKNOLDMS

INITIAL SCHEME - PRESENTED AT DQP ON 26/10/20 DEVELOPED SCHEME - TO SUBMIT FOR PLANNING

VERDANT PEDESTRIANISED ROUTES

The Green Lane provides a direct pedestrian and bicycle link 

from S1 to the Ridgeway, increasing permeability and adding 

to the verdant qualities of the site. The removal of car parking 

spaces from rear gardens prioritises pedestrian movement 

whilst maximising private and public amenity and greenery.

REDISTRIBUTED HEIGHT 

Taller three storey units have been consolidated to strategic 

points in the masterplan to reinforce key views or else provide 

a transition to increased height in the apartment blocks of 

S2. This further limits overshadowing of adjacent units and 

private amenity. 

A

A
A A

B

C C

B

B

D

D

D

AMENITY LANDSCAPE

Amenity features have been introduced throughout the 

landscape. from a bicycle workshop at the junction of the 

Ridgeway and Milne Avenue, through to activation of the 
Ʋank walls through the site. 
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OVERVIEW

2-0 CDRHFM CDUDKNOLDMS
N

INITIAL SCHEME - PRESENTED AT DQP ON 26/10/20 DEVELOPED SCHEME - TO SUBMIT FOR PLANNING

S2

TYPE A    (3B5P) 5

TYPE B    (3B5P) 0

TYPE C    (4B8P) 8

TOTAL 13

S2

TYPE A    (3B5P) 5

TYPE B    (3B5P) 0

TYPE C    (4B8P) 8

TOTAL 13

S1

TYPE A    (3B5P) 45

TYPE B    (3B5P) 50

TYPE C    (4B8P) 4

TOTAL 99

S1

TYPE A    (3B5P) 45

TYPE B    (3B5P) 50

TYPE C    (4B8P) 4

TOTAL 99

 KEY

 HOUSE TYPE A

 HOUSE TYPE B

 HOUSE TYPE C
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REFINEMENT OF LIVING STREETS

2-1 UDQC@MS ODCDRSQH@MHRDC QNTSDR

INITIAL SCHEME DEVELOPED SCHEME - TO SUBMIT FOR PLANNING
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14J O  C O W E N  A R C H I T E C T S

IMPROVEMENT TO PARKING STRATEGY

2-1 UDQC@MS ODCDRSQH@MHRDC QNTSDR

CAR PARKING

ON-PLOT PARKING 76

OFF-PLOT PARKING 14

TOTAL 90

CAR PARKING

ON-PLOT PARKING 115

OFF-PLOT PARKING 0

TOTAL 115

Calculations do not include 13 on-plot S2 parkingCalculations do not include 13 on-plot S2 parking

 ON-PLOT PARKING
 OFF-PLOT PARKING
 VISITOR PARKING
 EV CHARGING POINTS FOR OFF-PLOT

 ON-PLOT PARKING
 VISITOR PARKING

INITIAL SCHEME - PRESENTED AT DQP ON 26/10/20 DEVELOPED SCHEME - TO SUBMIT FOR PLANNING

ï Reduction in car parking to rear gardens gives increased private amenity

ï Reduction in tertiary streets providing continual pedestrianised route across S1

KEY DESIGN DEVELOPMENT IMPROVEMENTS
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